Preface

On February 23, 1995 my wife Ruth, our then four and a half year old daughter Isabelle and our
eight year old Bernese mountain dog Pizza left Switzerland in the direction of Austin, Texas, with
the intention to do some pioneer work in the field of occupational education in the US. On friday,
March 14, 1997 we touched down at Zurich airport again. During two years we invested a lot of
energy to bring some movement into the US American occupational training scene, bought a big
house in Austin and sold it again, enjoyed the warm weather -~ Austin is on the level of Cairo -~
tremendously, and learned Isabelle playfully and easily to speak English.

In the Summer of 1995 I was asked by Emil Wettstein of the Swiss educational journal
PANORAMA of the SGAB (Swiss Society of Applied Occupational Studies) whether 1 would be
willing to report on my experiences in the US on a regular basis. The result are the articles I have
put together in this booklet which give you an insight into our experiences and our view of the US
American occupational education system.

The articles in the appendix have appeared in American publications. I was asked to write the
short an pragmatic guide: ‘Work That Fducates: How to make Structured Work-Based Learning
Work” after one of my many presentations which I gave throughout the entire USA.

I was very fortunate that after our return to Switzerland we had au pairs from the US: Jennifer
Whartenby who looked after our children from August 1999 til summer 2000 was kind enough
~ and knew German well enough -~ to translate my originally German articles into English. Thanks
very much Jen, you did an outstanding job!

Robert Egloff
Jennifer A. Whartenby
1429 N. Artesian Ave., Apt. 1
Chicago, IL. 60622
jen_whartenby@yahoo.com
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